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First second generation delta robot family                               is unveiled at Interpack

ABB Robotics gives the European premier of the next generation FlexPicker delta robot family at Interpack in Dusseldorf, 24–30 April – in Hall 16, Stand A35. With increased speed, higher payload and a smaller footprint, the new FlexPicker IRB360 from ABB Robotics is THE “second generation” robot for pick and place applications. 

The new robot succeeds ABB’s well-known FlexPicker IRB340 system and is the result of 10 years’ experience combined with proven packaging technology. Several important objectives have been met in the new generation design and its outstanding features include 50% higher payload, up to 3 kg. Increased payload capacity provides two clearly defined benefits: the first is the ability to handle heavier objects; the second is to accommodate the mass of the increasingly sophisticated grippers required in handling diverse products. 

The average cycle time performance of the new IRB360 has improved by over 20%. The IRB360 has a competitive edge where there is a particular requirement for movement on a fourth axis. The fourth axis has an extensive work range and, due to excellent motion control and its robust design, does not in any way limit the robot performance

The FlexPicker is one example where robots are specifically hygienically designed for use in packaging applications with open food, such as meat, dairy products and ready-made meals. To meet the most stringent demands, the FlexPicker family has the only delta robot on the market that includes a stainless steel wash-down version.

The new robot family will initially see three models available – compact, standard and high payload. Interpack will see two “compact” FlexPickers, which is a fast robot with a picking range of 800mm. Completing the robot line-up will be the hygienic stainless steel version of the “high payload” range for washdown duties, which offers a reach of 1130mm, but carries an increased payload up to 3kg.

Complementing the new generation FlexPickers is ABB’s proven PickMaster software that makes programming simple.  The software enables modelling for applications and assists with the optimisation of multiple robot installations.

ABB has over 2000 delta robots installed globally and is the leader in this state of the art picking and packing technology.  Growth is currently at the rate of 40% per annum and the new generation robots will see that increase further. Measured against alternative robot technologies, the FlexPicker IRB360 wins hands down for accuracy, speed, reliability and versatility.
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NOTE TO EDITORS
ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and industry customers to improve their performance while lowering environmental impact. The ABB Group of companies operates in around 100 countries and employs about 108,000 people.

ABB ROBOTICS
ABB is a leading supplier of industrial robots - also providing robot software, peripheral equipment, modular manufacturing cells and service for tasks such as welding, handling, assembly, painting and finishing, picking, packing, palletizing and machine tending. Key markets include automotive, plastics, metal fabrication, foundry, electronics, machine tools, pharmaceutical and food and beverage industries. A strong solutions focus helps manufacturers improve productivity, product quality and worker safety. ABB has installed more than 160,000 robots worldwide.
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