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Ireland Electricity Market Goes Live Powered by ABB, Navita
December 3, 2007 – ABB, the leading power and automation technology company, announced today that its market operation system has begun administering the wholesale power market for Ireland and Northern Ireland, called the Single Electricity Market (“SEM”).
The system went live on November 1, creating a single cross-border market for the entire island of around 2.5 million electricity customers. All the electricity produced will now be sold into one large “pool” administered by the ABB/Navita systems, with more than euros 4 billion expected to be traded annually.The pooling of supplies is expected to act as an incentive to new market entrants and should lead to new investment in power generation which in turn will bring downward pressure on prices. The SEM is the first cross-border market of its kind in Europe and it is expected to provide an impetus for regional markets elsewhere. The contract to provide the market operation system was signed jointly with EirGrid and SONI, the transmission system operators in Ireland and Northern Ireland respectively. They are working together as the Single Electricity Market Operator (“SEMO”) to operate, administer and develop the market arrangements.
“We expect this system to improve both market efficiency and enhance competition to help minimize the wholesale cost of electricity while at the same time ensuring the security of our electricity supply,” says Sean McGoldrick, the SEMO General Manager. “We chose ABB to lead this project because of their excellent track record in delivering similar systems for other restructured markets.”
ABB, the prime contractor, provided its Network Manager™ BMS, the core technology that provides the interface for market participants and system operators and determines the clearing prices for power while maintaining the security of the bulk power supply. ABB subcontractor Navita delivered a settlement system that processes transactions in both pounds sterling and euros, a unique feature of the Irish installation. Navita also supplied the invoicing, metering, and credit risk management functions of the system.
The realization of the SEM is the result of years of planning between the regulatory bodies of Ireland and Northern Ireland, and the project team included members from both countries. The system includes two fully functional control centers, one in Dublin and the other in Belfast. Each is capable of operating the SEM independently. The software that underlies the all-island market was developed at ABB’s Santa Clara, California facility with site operational support provided by ABB’s local offices in Ireland.
“ABB has supplied the infrastructure technology to operate power markets all over the world, including in the US, Asia, Europe and Australia,” notes Karl Elfstadius, head of ABB’s Network Management business unit. “This project introduced some new challenges, but the on-time delivery further validates our position as the world’s leading supplier of wholesale power market systems.”

About ABB 

ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and industry customers to improve their performance while lowering environmental impact. The ABB Group of companies operates in around 100 countries and employs about 120,000 people. The company's North American operations, headquartered in Norwalk, Connecticut, employ about 15,000 people in 20 manufacturing and other major facilities. 
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