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IN THE 5CIENCE FICTION FIELP.

THERE ARE NO LITTLE GREEN MEN FROM
VISTANT PLANETS, NOR ARE THERE ANY SURREEAL,
SROTESQUE THREATS TO HUMANITY - ALL OF WHICH
ARE ELEMENTZ THAT CROF UP PRETTY OFTEN IN MY
UsUAL ILLUSTRATION WORK. YES, THERE'S THE OPV
FUTURISTIC TECHNOLOGICAL PISCOVERY ANV
A BIT OF TIME-SHIFTING BACK ANV FOETH,

BUT MOST IMPORTANT, THERE 15 MY FIRST BEAL CLOSE
ENCOUNTER OF THE THIRD KIND WITH A FIELDY ABOUT
WHICH I KNEW ALMOST NOTHING - THE TRANSMISSION
ANP PISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENER&Y.
FOLLOWING THE INITIAL COMMISSION PROFPOSAL,

I WENT ON TO EXPLORE THE BERGAMO FACILITY
OF ABB S4ACE AND CAME INTO CONTACLT WITH
ITS ENGINEERS (WHO WERE AS "ALIEN" TO ME As
I MO5T CERTAINLY WILL HAVE BEEN TO THEM).
THIZ THEN LEV, AFTER A PAINSTAKING CREATIVE
FROCLESS, TO WHAT YOU ARE HOLPING IN YOUR HANDS.
As IN ANY GREAT ADVENTURE, THERE WERE PLENTY
OF PISCOVERIES ALONG THE WAY, ANV IT WAS
VERY MUCH AN ILLUMINATING EXPERIENCE
(LLUMINATING BEING THE OPERATIVE WORD).

E e THIS |15 REALLY MY FIRST PROFPER WORK

ENJOY THE COMIC...
AND LET YOUR OWN CLOSE ENCOUNTER BE&IN.”

SERGIO PONCHIONE

INDUSTRIAL PENCIL PIGITAL
b STORYTELLING i ANP INK PAINT

FAOLO 1 SERGIO PAOLO
VALIETT! PONCHIONE UBIALI
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THE FIRST DAY
WENT SMOOTHLY.
ENCOURAGING




THE FIRST CONTACT
15 SET FOR TOVAY. -

FAR FROM
EMOTIONAL LEVEL 1PANIC... |
INDICATORS

UNDER CONTROLZ

/... BUT ON THE
INCREASE.
... NOT LONG

IF | SURVIVE,

'Ll SEE YOU ON THE
BASKETBALL COURT.

I'M ALWAYS ON
HAND FOR A LESSON !

... ANU 50, BEST WAY
TO WELCOME
A NEW ENGINEER T

Ll GET HIM TO DRAFT
THE INTRODUCTION
TO THE REPORT...




SUPPORTED
BY TATA |
COMPLETE | ENGROSSING |
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FOR THE TITLE,

HOW ABOUT “SECONV ERA OF
AIR CIRCUIT BREAKERS:

THE ORIGIN OF THE ALGORITHM!

THAT RECONSTRUCTS
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CIRCUIT

THE ALGORITHM.

50, A SIMPLE ARCHIVE SEARCH

UP TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF POWER MANAGEMENT
FUNCTIONS THROUGH

I~ _/ 24 HOURS.... A

V4

HE SAID, SMILING
AS HE SAID IT...

ISIMPLE ARCHIVE SEARCH"

A CLASSIC
WELCOM €
TO THIS UNIT!




TO 5AY
NOTHING OF THE TITLE...

WORTHY OF A MYSTICAL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
FILM FROM THE '805.

I'VE 6OT AN IDEA.
OR RATHER...

A PSEUDO CULTURAL
REFERENCE FROM THE
LAST CENTURY, | BET...

| KNOW SOMEONE
WHO's ALWAYS 60T
AN IDEA !

UNPVERGROUND BUNKER OF THE
DEVELOPMENT UNIT,
SPECIAL PROJECTS SECTION.

WELCOME TO THE HOLOPEDIA,
THE FIRST FULL-IMMERSION
PLAUSIBLE PLATFORM.




r THE COMPILED DATA

16 PROCESSED TO VESCRIBE
LIVE, REACTIVE 30
ENVIRONMENTS.

-4

e

| ]l(’

50 WE HAVE DEVELOPED
NATURALLY, AN ENGINE THAT CAN

FROM THE PRE-DIGITAL PLAUSIBLE ENVIRONMENTS.
ERA 16 5CARCE,

LET's SAY IT WILL BE WORKING
IN TIME FOR THE THE ENTIRE
2042 ANTARCTIC EXPO. CORPORATE ARCHIVE
. HAS BEEN PROCESSED...

... ANDU HERE'S
THE WAY
TO VISIT IT.

YOU JUST NEEDV
TO GET UP ON THAT
FRICTIONAL-SPHERE
PLATFORM AND THEN

FORGET THAT YOU'VE

&OT UP THERE.




| HAVE ACTIVATED THE _ I'LL MONITOR YOU
ENVIRONMENTS RELEVANT TO [\, FROM THE CONSOLE.
YOUR KEYWORDS, y

50 HOW VO
| 60 ABOUT
COMPILING ATA T

IN THE BETA VERSION,
YOU CAN ONLY MOVE BY
FOLLOWING THE TIMELINE.

...BY REVISING
IT6 SEMANTIC
ALEREGATION
SOFTWARE.

THE TECHNOMEDIATOR BOT
WILL TAKE CARE OF THAT.
IT WILL ACCOMPANY
YOU IN THE IMMERSION.
FOR NOW I'VE MODIFIED
AN OLD PROTOTYPE...
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i oh § P
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A WELL AS MONITORING
YOUR MOVEMENTS, THE OUTFIT
RECONFIGURES YOUR
APPEARANCE, ALLOWING
YOU TO CONFORM
TO THE ENVIRONMENT.

YOU WILL AVOID 5=
ANOMALIES...

FOLLOWING TIME
IN LINEAR MOVE &UIDED
BY THE BOT...




THE MARKETING BODS
ARE STILL WORKING ON
AN EMOTIONAL COUNTDOWN.

FOR NOW, WE &0...
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EH...HELLO, CAN YOU TELL ME
WHO | SHOULD SEE ABOUT
AIR CIRCUIT BREAKERST

) THE ENGINEERS IN THERE
FOR NOW, WE'VE FINISHED adap-sidintiilidsd
WHAT WILL BE DONE WITH IT!

BUILDING THE FACTORY,

JusT ouT
THAT DOOR!

THANKS... AND WHO CAME UP WITH THE
ENJOY YOUR MEAL. APPEARANCE OF THE PORTAL 1 IT POES
- THE MARKETING BODS 7 2, THE JOB !




==—=SERE ' SAY THAT THE PLANT
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A FLYING START
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[/ ausT what age we
LOOKING FOR HERE 7 M

TOMAX? ..’;
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YOUN& MAN,
THIS WAY FOR THE
OTOMAX PRESENTATION.




J / ' ACTIVATE THE
| | PATA-COMPILATION

Y N FUNCTION.

IT's ONLY JUST STARTET.
PLEASE, COME WITH ME.

v i} =z =
e P/ —
e A THIS 15 WHY | HAVE BROUGHT =
< YOU TOGETHER: HERE'S THE FIRST 4
2 [ PROTOTYPE OF THE OTOMAX AIR CIRCUIT
é NST | BREAKER, A PROVUCT THAT WiLL OPEN UP.. ) i ool
By "o > — g N A
e o r_ P - 4 -
. = .. B8 [ [ 5 | -
x “&, 1 -, o " . £ . J
. ]
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IT MUST BE THE FIRST ERA,
LET'S CONTINUE ALONG THIS PATH.

| How To WE ¢ET TO THE

| nexTLEvEL 7

ANOTHER IDEA
FROM THE
MARKETING BODS?

n



My "VISUAL SENSORS!
HAVE TAKEN A WHILE TO &ET
USEDV TO COLOUR AGAIN.

NOT BEFORE TIME. THIS
NEW NOVOMAX HAS BEEN WAITING
‘ FOR YOU FOR QUITE A WHILE

THIS MUST BE
THE CIRCUIT
BREAKER.

G000V MORNING, EM...
WERE YOU
EXPECTING MET

B pAcKAGE ITUP ! )

HAVE IT READY IN THE WAREHOUSE

WITHIN HALF AN HOLR !
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HELLO. I'VE COME TO
COLLECT THE NEW AIR
CIRCUIT BREAKERS...

THE TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT HAS
GIVEN ME THE SCHEDULES TO
LOAD ONTO THE TERMINAL.
THE NEW NOVOMAX SERIES.

IT WILL BE RELEASED
NEXT YEAR.

I'M HERE IF THERE'S
ANYTHING ELSE...

YOU'RE THE ONE
THAT | WANT '/3




wow !
THE CONCEPT OF VIRTUALISATION

WAS NOT VERY WELL-ESTABLISHED.

AND HERE'S THE CLUE WE WERE
LOOKING FOR, ELECTRONICS
15 STILL IN IT5 INFANCY BUT
WE'RE GETTING CLOSE...

SACE MEGAV!' §
BAUREIHE F

... ANU NOW A SMOOTH TIME
SHIFT OR ONE WITH
BELLS AND WHISTLEST




| KNOW THOSE PC5,
AT UNIVERSITY WE HAD ONE

THE NEW AIR CIRCUIT
BREAKERS, | INAGINE...

WE HAVE
JUST PUBLISHED
THE NEW CATALOGLUES
ON THE WEB...

THE TERM IN VOSLE
AT THIS TIME
15 "BROWSING”

ALL IT TAKES

15 A CLICK ON
THE UNDERLINED
HYPERTEXT LINKS.

A World Leader in Electrical Enginecting

0  gobad 35 34 Bl eapisiog Cremp e cmbe
o0 D
Wekcoms o the ABB.

@ BmatiNer @ Duemo & Pialect

o @ Einascisd Highlishis

@ s
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o amnmi @ =

... EVERYTHING THERE
15 TO BE KNOWN ABOUT
THE EMAX SERIES

|15 HERE.

SORRY, THE SEARCH

15 IT POSSIBLE X RETURNED NO RESULTS.
TO SEARCH THROUGH THE - _ ,

CATALOGUE FOR THE
WORD "ALGORITHM" 7

‘:mzoroee
A TIME SHIFT.




HI, HOULD | TALK '
TO ABOUT THE NEW
CIRCUIT BREAKERS T

I'VE ONLY SEEN THE
ovy PROTOTYPE, YOU'D

YES, THE NEW SERIES
WiLL BE PROVUCED HERE,

THEY'RE COMPLETING
THE TESTING NOMW...

...THE LAB
IN BERGAMO
WILL &ET YOU

WE'RE GOING "
TO BE LUCKY

THIS TIME!

15 ELECTRICITY
IN THE AIR.




SORRY, ARE THESE
THE PROJECT
ENGINEERST

YOU CAN RECOGNISE THEM
FROM THE WAY THEY'RE
LOOKING AT THE BREAKER...

... THE SAME WAY
YOU'D LOOK AT A
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN !




...THESE TESTS ARE REALLY
INTERESTING! AND NOW WHAT 7

&0 AHEAD
! WITH THE
W\ ProcEvURE.

CHILL OUT, BOT,
| RECKON | KNOW HOW
POORS WORK.




WHERE THE HELL HAVE
| ENVEV UP? THE ROBOT
HAS DISAPPEARED, AND
WHO ARE THESE aUYs?

v | MUST SAY I'M
DELIGHTED THAT YOU'VE
DECIVED TO COME
TO THE STATES...

YOU FLATTER ME, MR TESLA,
IT I AN HONOUR FOR ME
TO BE WORKING WITH YOU.

YOU SEE, PROFESSOR TURING, |,
YOUR WORK HAS MATE A
GREAT IMPRESSION ON ME...

TESLA ANV TURING,
| CAN'T BELIEVE IT...
IT SEEMS LIKE ONE OF MY
NIGHT-BEFORE-THE-EXAMS
NIGHTMARES

AH, HERE'S THE
ASSISTANT
| HAD REQUESTET.

A QUITE
REMARKABLE
TECHNICAL
OUTFIT.

WAIT FOR U5
AT THE CONTROL
PANEL.

/ | VO HOPE THAT My
WORK ON ALGORITHMS
MAY BE OF SOME
use 10 you

THERE'S STILL A GREAT
DEAL OF WORK TO BE DONE.
IT's A PROTOTYPE THAT
| WILL BE DELIGHTED
TO TEST WITH YOU...

A CALCULATION MACHINE
WITH THE CAPACITY
TO PROVIVE AUTOMATED

RESPONSES TO PROBLEMS.

o APPLICATION a0
i “‘_‘\‘ N RoBLEN
DUXC




NATURE HAS PROVIDED
AN ABUNPANT SUPPLY OF ENERGY
IN VARIOUS FORMS...

THE OUTFIT
CERTAINLY
N\ TOESN'T HELP

ME FIT IN.

50 MUCH. YOU ALWAYS
HAVE THE ABILITY TO

TO THE FUTURE.

gt is

YOUR WORK |5 INVALUABLE.

IT 15 FUNDAMENTAL TO
MY VISION OF

POWER MANAGEMENT...

... BOVERNED BY
INTELLIGENT MACHINES
& THAT ARE INTERCONNECTED.

THANK YOU

230

OPEN MY MIND December, 1931

uture

By NIKOLA

instruetive article, the great scien-
1d inventor who revolutionized in«
y and communication with hin sl

current motors and distributing
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at the cight, the arrangement of
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ury

[ the shaft, returning as steam to drive
| uitbine, and then returned to, liquid form
\ the condenser, ln aa usending cycle

\‘ purpose. Much thought has been
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I'LL GLADLY LEAVE
YOU IN THE
URIVING SEAT.
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# 1 Inter experiments
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borne «

Anner we might
obtain  suflicient
energy from full-
ing water to pro-
vide for all our

' ding to which it ap-
' great power plants
| and operated at tb




FOR THE SAKE OF COMPLETENESS,
‘ | 1= | WOULD HAVE LIKED MY ELECTRIC
AT MY SIENAL, CLOSE \. PIERCE-ARROW IN THE SIMULATION...
THE CIRCUIT ANU MOVE
OUT OF THE WAY!

BUT $ADLY PIERCE-ARROW
I$ WITHURAWING
FROM THE MARKET.

MY MACHINE & READY
WHEN YOU ARE,
ENGINEER...

NOW YOUN& MAN,
YOUR TIME HAS COME. =
&0 AHEAT... NA) ... ANU JOIN U5 AS WE
— | ] LOOK INTO THE FUTURE !




| WOLLD AsK YOU
ONCE MORE TO MOVE... J¥s

22



{ YOU'VE FORCED ME
TO RESET
MY HARDWARE!

YOUR BEHAVIOUR
15 DECIVEDLY
DISCREVITABLE,

... THAT WAS
ONE HELLUVA
SHOCK.

NOT FOR THAT REASON
WIiLL | BOAST TO
MY FRIENDS AT THE BAR THAT
| HAVE MET YOLU.

AND GIVE MY BEST WISHES
TO THAT DEAR GIRL.

23

EVEN IF, TRUTH BE TOLD,
IT HAS TAUGHT Us
SOMETHING ABOUT

INTERACTION DURING

ANOMALIES...

GEE...
A VIRTUAL TRIP




~—~— — —
HOW DIV THE RESEARCH 607 3 DEFINITELY!
WAS THE PROFESSOR USEFLL? ) £ CRUCIAL, I'D SAY.

| PELIVERED IT
TO THE BO55 ON TIME,

"COMPLETE,
SUPPORTED BY DATA,

ENGROSSING..." 4 TALK OF THE DEVIL...

g : Lol AN ....UNFORTUNATELY, I'M SORRY TO
THANKS YOUNGSTER, r an SAY THAT DUE TO INSURMOUNTABLE
THE REPORT ARRIVED ON TIME, L& R TIME CONSTRAINTS WE WERE
' : o UNABLE TO LOOK IN DETAIL

AT THE CONTENT.

NOT AT ALL,
NO PROBLEM...

24



&

IN THIZ STORY, THERE |5 AN ELEMENT OF PURE FANTASY, IN
WHICH WE HAVE AFFECTIONATELY INVOLVED TWO CORNERSTONES
OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY OF THE PAST TWO CENTURIES.

THE MEETING DESCRIBEV BETWEEN SERBIAN-AMERICAN NIKOLA
TESLA AND ENGLISHMAN ALAN TURING NEVER HAPPENED, OR AT
LEAST NO SUCH MEETING WAS EVER DOCUMENTED.

THE FORMER |5 KNOWN, ABOVE ALL, FOR HIS VISIONARY WORK
IN THE FIELY OF ELECTROMAGNETISM IN THE LATE 19TH AND
EARLY 20TH CENTURIES.

THE LATTER, WITH HIZ TURING MACHINE, LAIV THE FOUNPATIONS
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE THROUGH
Hiz FORMALIZATION OF THE CONCEPTS OF ALGORITHMS
AND COMPUTATION.

WE IMAGINE THEM COMING FACE-TO-FACE IN NEW YORK IN THE
LATE 19305, WHERE TESLA, NOW ELPERLY, 15 LIVING ANP
CONTINUING His sTUPIES. IN THE SAME PERIOV TURING MOVES
TO THE 4TATEZ TO CONPULT FURTHER RESEARCH AT
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY.

FPERHAPS, SOMEWHERE, THERE |15 A UNIVERSE IN WHICH THIS
MEETING REALLY DIV TAKE PLACE, AFTER AlL.

TRANSLATION
GORDON FISHER

/

-

MOLTIMEDIA

FATTOR!A DIGITALE



ABB SACE

A division of ABB S.p.A.
L.V. Breakers

Via Baioni, 35

24123 Bergamo - Italy
Phone: +39 035 395.111
Fax: +39 035 395.306-433

www.abb.com

1SDC200029B0201

The data and illustrations are not binding.
We reserve the right to make changes in the course
of technical development of the product.

© Copyright 2012 ABB.
All rights reserved.
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