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SOUTH EAST WATER SELECTS ABB MAGMASTER FLOWMETERS


FOR LEAKAGE REDUCTION PROGRAMME





The unrivalled performance of ABB MagMaster flowmeters, enabling users to measure flows with up to (0.15% accuracy and featuring an operating flow range from the highest rate of 15000mm per second down to just 10mm per second, is to play a central role in South East Water’s leakage reduction programme.





ABB Instrumentation - a world leader in flow measurement technology and its application to helping water companies resolve their leakage problems - is supplying


South East Water with MagMaster electro-magnetic meters in sizes from 100mm to 500mm. They will measure the output flows from approximately 45 treatment works and will monitor inputs and outputs at various reservoir sites throughout the company’s supply area. Installation is being carried out in phases and the meters will be linked to South East Water’s telemetry system so that data can be transmitted to the company’s operations centre at Haywards Heath, West Sussex, for monitoring.





The work is being carried out in line with a major survey and modernisation programme conducted by the South East office of Ewan Associates Limited, consulting engineers to the water industry. 





The first phase, now nearing completion, calls for 21 ABB MagMaster units to provide high-accuracy metering at priority treatment sites. Subsequent work will progress the 
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standardisation on ABB MagMaster flowmeters to other treatment works, as well as applying units to measuring flows in and out of various reservoirs so that elements of the water distribution system can be broken down into zones.





Comments Ruth Jolley, South East Water’s leakage strategist: “Under our leakage reduction strategy we are committed to using the most advanced flow measurement technology available so we can identify with precision areas where water is being lost and take appropriate action. We are confident that the new installations will help us to achieve this quickly and cost-effectively, to the benefit of all our customers.”





ABB is also supplying its innovative CalMaster calibration verification system which will enable South East Water engineers to carry out easy and cost-effective performance checks on the new MagMaster flowmeters without interrupting the continuity of water supply. This portable device requires no direct access to the flowmeter sensor and allows MagMaster flowmeters buried underground or installed in underground chambers to be tested from the surface via a laptop computer. As well as performing a calibration test, CalMaster also provides a diagnostic health check on the entire flowmeter system together with an early warning of any deterioration likely to lead to system failure.





For existing flowmeters, performance verification is being carried out by Ewan Associates with the aid of ABB’s latest AquaProbe11 insertion flowmeters - an advanced portable site survey tool which can also be used as a permanent installation for in-line flow measurement. Both the probe and transmitter are fully submersible with IP68/NEMA 6P protection rating and, for locations lacking external power, the transmitter battery will operate continuously for up to three years.





ABB Instrumentation Limited is currently being integrated with ABB’s UK automation company to create a single industrial IT organisation. The new, combined business will trade as ABB Automation Limited, forming a major UK operation within the ABB Group’s Automation Business Segment which totals US $9 billion in annual sales, employs 56,000 people throughout the world and has more than 1,000 operating units in 45 countries.
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