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ABB WINS ‘CHINA EXPORTER OF THE YEAR AWARD’

Major Contribution to National Environment Protection Programme

Providing the technology platform for the first stage of China’s extensive programme to achieve a pollution-free water environment has won for ABB Automation the coveted ‘China Exporter of the Year Award’.

It was presented by the Home Secretary, the Rt. Hon. Jack Straw MP, at a Chinese New Year celebration lunch hosted this month (23rd January) by London Export Limited at London’s Grosvenor House Hotel. It was attended by the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, His Excellency Ma Zhengang, and some 500 business leaders. The Award was instigated six years ago by the 48 Group Club - an organisation dedicated to promoting trade relations with China. Applicants are judged on projects which demonstrate technical innovation, dedication, close co-operation and long term commitment.

ABB met all of the Award’s criteria when, in the face of strong competition from Germany, France, Australia and Japan, the company won an order last year to supply China’s State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) with 17 of the latest continuous on-line integrated water quality monitoring stations. They comprise ABB 7976 multi-parameter analyser systems for measuring pH, conductivity, turbidity, temperature and dissolved oxygen, together with the 8232 Ammonia monitor and all the associated filtration, sample delivery and communications equipment. They will be installed at strategic locations along major waterways, such as the Yellow and Liao 
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rivers, and provide the technology platform for the first stage of an extensive environmental programme to ‘police’ China’s river network.

Success at national level followed on from ABB’s extensive activities at local level, notably the sale of similar water quality monitoring systems to the Tianjin Environmental Institute which involved customer engineers visiting ABB’s Stonehouse factory in Gloucestershire, for in-depth training in the new analyser technology.

With the support of British Water, GAMBICA, the British Embassy in China and its own Beijing office, ABB became involved in several visits to China and hosting SEPA delegations to Britain where they were shown ABB’s development, manufacturing and test facilities. A visit was also arranged to one of four ABB monitoring stations operated by Bristol Water.

Receiving the China Exporter of the Year Award on behalf of ABB, environmental industry manager, Jim Plumley, commented: “This is a great honour for ABB and will spur our efforts in vigorously pursuing our R&D strategy for placing ABB at the technology centre of environmental protection programmes world-wide and, particularly, in building on our good relationships in China.”

END

Note to editors: ABB Automation Limited is a world -leading Industrial IT organisation with an extensive product portfolio spanning process instrumentation and control, motors, drives, force measurement, flexible automation and warehouse management systems, turbochargers, marine products and systems, plus a range of industry-specific automation solutions and comprehensive professional services designed to increase customers’ productivity and competitiveness. It serves customers across the entire industrial arena, from oil, gas and petrochemicals, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, pulp and paper, metals and minerals, consumer and industrial products to the utilities. The company forms part of the ABB Group which employs some 160,000 people in more than 100 countries.
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