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Success story

Simplify design

Definitely.

Case study | ABB and Gamesa

Gamesa.

Taming the wind.

The client

With 18 years of experience, Gamesa is
a global technological leader in the wind
industry, an industry continuously evol-
ving to meet with greater demands for
sustainable energy production. As part of
potentiating energy production, Gamesa
Electric switched to the AF contactor in
their equipment and has thanks to the
functional benefits of the AF contactor
and ABB’s experience saved money, time
and space.

The challenge

Having installed 24,143 MW through
2011, Gamesa is among the world lea-
ders in the wind turbine design market.
To meet with a growing market and with
competition Gamesa is always looking for
ways to improve efficiency and availabi-
lity of products and services. One of the
cost reduction lines identified showed
that a lot of time and money could be
saved in the assembly and design of the
wind turbine’s control panels. Therefore,
Gamesa decided to sit down with ABB to
come up with a solution.
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The ABB solution

To improve efficiency and simplify assem-
bly, Gamesa, after consulting the engi-
neers of ABB, switched from conventional
contactor technology in their equipment
to the ABB AF contactor. Gamesa, which
goal was to reduce the design process
and assembly cost by 20%, is happy with
the result — reaching both the goal of a
20% cost reduction and at the same time
providing a more reliable product. Thanks
to the flexibility of coil connections for
the AF contactor, Gamesa has been able
to reduce the length of cables in their
cabinets.
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The compactness of the AF contactor
along with a reduction in energy con-
sumption has helped reduce the size of
cabinets and has helped simplify the as-
sembly process. Built-in functions like the
surge suppression is another aspect that
help Gamesa stay on top of its business.

To tame the wind, you need control.
Take control.

128
Mmeters

The diameter of a Gamesa offshore wind
rotor. That is 20 meters longer than the
average football field.
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Contact us

ABB France

Low voltage Products Division
10, rue Ampere Z.I. - B.P. 114
F-69685 Chassieu cedex / France

ABB STOTZ-KONTAKT GmbH
Eppelheimer StraBe 82
D-69123 Heidelberg / Germany

ABB

Control Products

Low Voltage Products

SE-721 61 VASTERAS, Sweden
Telephone +46 21 32 07 00
Telefax +46 21 12 60 01

www.abb.com/connecttocontrol
www.abb.com/lowvoltage

Power and productivity
for a better world™
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