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Distributors
Disclaimer

The information in this document is subject to change without 
notice and should not be construed as a commitment by ABB.  
ABB assumes no responsibility for any errors that may appear in 
this document.

In no event shall ABB be liable for direct, indirect, special, 
incidental or consequential damages of any nature or kind arising 
from the use of this document, nor shall ABB be liable for 
incidental or consequential damages arising from the use of any 
software or hardware described in this document.

Nothing presented or discussed is intended to be legal advice. 
Customer is encouraged to refer to their own legal team if federal 
compliance issues arise.

© Copyright [2026] ABB. All rights reserved.
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BABA Basics

DESCRIBE THE BABA ACT

• Build America, Buy America

• Domestic Preference

• IIJA Enacted Nov 15, 2021

• 2 CFR Part 184

• States, municipality & non-profit entities

• BABA is not Buy American Act or Inflation 
Reduction Act

• Manufactured products contain >55% cost 
of US components

BENEFITS FOR END-USERS

• Bid on federally funded US infrastructure 
projects

• Access to government agency grants, co-op 
agreements and loan guarantees

• Certified BABA compliance providing peace 
of mind

• Localized supply chain, reducing delays

• Supports US based manufacturing

• Boosts local economy resilience

APPLICATIONS

Government facilities

Transportation & airports

Road & bridge equipment

Dams, ports & harbors

Water & wastewater

Broadband infrastructure

EV charging

Electrical facilities & utilities

Universities & schools

Federal financial assistance for US infrastructure projects
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The following product groups offer all 
or limited scope BABA compliance:

• Busway

• Circuit breakers*

• Enclosed circuit breakers

• Instrument transformers

• Lighting contactors

• Lighting panelboards

• Load interrupter switchgear (LIS)

• LV dry-type transformers

• LV switchgear

• MV switchgear

• NEMA controls

• Overhead disconnect switches, cutouts & 
fuses

• Power panelboards

• Safety switches – Heavy Duty

• Switchboards – Configured EUSERC

• Test switches & accessories

BABA & NEMA Compliance with ABB Products

*  Classified for use as BABA components inside ABB or OEM equipment only

images are not to scale

ABB ELECTRIFICATION RESOURCES

• BABA product line card

• Most frequently asked questions (FAQ)

• ABB MyLearning – course # 9CSC027259

NEMA Make It American  verified

https://electrification.us.abb.com/abb-america
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No

How to order BABA in ABB empower?
Flowchart

Does EXTERNAL 
accept sole 
responsibility?

Select BABA Product Letter of 
Compliance

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Quote Setup

What steps are needed to select BABA products within the Domestic Preference (DP) process?

Contact ABB Sales

INTERNAL enters Gov 
account for empower

Yes

Helpful tip: 
Look for the U.S. flag
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Step 1: Quote setup 
External view of empower

How does a Distributor start a selection of BABA products within the Domestic Preference process? Two options:

1. You will see Domestic Preference under the Government Requirements selection on the Add New Quote screen

2. Contact your ABB sales account manager

Read legal 
certification

Select to begin 
BABA process



—

© 2026 ABB. All rights reserved. Slide 11

Step 2: Select BABA 
Products and component selection is easy

Select Build America, Buy America (2 CFR Part 184) Compliant 
on the product configuration screens for each item.

The following products have limited scope for BABA:

• SACE® Tmax® XT & Emax 2 Circuit Breakers*

• Enclosed circuit breakers (ECB)

• ReliaGear® neXT Power Panels

• ReliaGear® Lighting Panels

• ReliaGear® SB Switchboards - Configured

• Spec Setter  Safety Switches – Heavy duty

• Low Voltage Dry-Type Transformers

Not all products are BABA compliant. Click on BABA checkboxes for each product in a quote, every time. 

In some cases, the entire product line is BABA so the product will automatically be BABA compliant.

In other cases, there is limited scope for BABA which requires an additional BABA checkbox selection.

* Classified for use as BABA components inside ABB or OEM equipment only
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Step 3: BABA documentation
Certificate of compliance letters available online

• Busway

• Circuit breakers

• Enclosed circuit breakers

• Instrument transformers

• Lighting panelboards

• Load interrupter switchgear

• Low voltage dry-type transformers

• Low voltage switchgear

• Medium voltage switchgear

• NEMA controls

• Overhead disconnect switches, cutouts, and fuses

• Power panelboards

• Safety switches

• Switchboards

• Test switches and accessories

https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL098201-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL098201-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A0054&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A0054&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC930001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC930001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC173003U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC173003U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL107101-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL107101-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A8939&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A8939&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A8939&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A8939&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL102901-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL102901-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL102801-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL102801-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC912001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC912001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC900006U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC900006U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC920002U0202&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC920002U0202&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC088001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1SQC088001U0201&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=1VAL0001-MC&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
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Resources 
Learn more about Build America, Buy America (BABA)

ABB
RESOURCES

• ABB in America 
Electrification 
website

• U.S. Electrification 
Line Card - Build 
America Buy America

• ABB empower help 
center – Keyword 
search “BABA”

• BABA Frequently 
Asked Questions FAQ 
– EXTERNAL

• E-learning: ABB’s 
Build America, Buy 
America (BABA) 
Products

Product line card

Presentation

FAQs

ABB in America Website

ABB facility overviews

ABB FACILITY 
OVERVIEWS

• Arecibo, Puerto Rico
• Mebane, North Carolina
• Mount Juliet, Tennessee
• Pinetops, North Carolina
• Selmer, Tennessee
• Senatobia, Mississippi

GOVERNMENT 
RESOURCES

• Made in America
• Federal Register 88 FR 

57787, Aug. 23, 2023 - 
Office of 
Management and 
Budget, Guidance 
for Grants and 
Agreements

https://electrification.us.abb.com/abb-america
https://electrification.us.abb.com/abb-america
https://electrification.us.abb.com/abb-america
https://electrification.us.abb.com/abb-america
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A9308&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://helpcenter.empower.abb.com/en/
https://helpcenter.empower.abb.com/en/
https://helpcenter.empower.abb.com/en/
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A2103&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A2103&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A2103&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A2103&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108471A2103&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://mylearning.abb.com/coursepage/41933/ExpertusONE_1/145494-42775912
https://mylearning.abb.com/coursepage/41933/ExpertusONE_1/145494-42775912
https://mylearning.abb.com/coursepage/41933/ExpertusONE_1/145494-42775912
https://mylearning.abb.com/coursepage/41933/ExpertusONE_1/145494-42775912
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK107492A5832&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK107492A5832&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2153&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2153&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2141&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2141&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2063&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2063&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2148&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108467A2148&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A3305&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://search.abb.com/library/Download.aspx?DocumentID=9AKK108470A3305&LanguageCode=en&DocumentPartId=&Action=Launch
https://www.madeinamerica.gov/
https://www.madeinamerica.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17724/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements#page-57787
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17724/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements#page-57787
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17724/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements#page-57787
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